-

e

EVENING

Wt b p
L NS A\

PUBLIC TEDGER—PHILADELPHIA, SATUR

"

Bishops' Letter of Protest Tells of *“VMen Sna

SSCIPARE us this bitter irony!” eries the Cardinal when

the wholesale deportation and ensiavement of the
repudiation of the pledges of Von Huen
Governor General of gium. The commis:
& polliey to which th [ wn officials subseri
was only one of many Tartuffes in the vast Teutonie much

In this connestion it 1= informing to examine the un
General Hurt as reveslsd amation, *“Trunsfer of
following arce excerpts

AL thore who
thousands of o )

. when governor of

majority of Ger

Lhat
on in vain; tha
s, to care for their

know

have compelled the

Cardinal Mcrcicr's Story

Incli ding his correspondencas with the German
authorities in Belgium during the war, 1914 to
1918, edited by Professor Fernand Mayence ot
Lousain University and translated by the Bene-
dictine Monks of St Augustins’s, Ramsgate,

England.
[Continuation of Chapter XXX—The Urpertstion
) of the Unemployed.]
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. Belgian Bishops loin in Cry of Alarm—"Every Deported Workman Is an Additional

100,000 Men Are Placed

in Peril of Losing Homes

tched From Us by Force” and Prays for

the Abolition of European Slavery—"Thev Know Not
Where They Are Going”

Explanatory Comment

Von Bissing in his correspondence sceks to justify

Belgian workmen—an outrage instituted in direct

Auntwerp, and of Von der Goltz Pagha, the first
vlonk of pious pretense wae, however,
wid. Von Bissing was not an isolated hypocrite, Ie

tuous despotism and oily depravity of Lieutenant
the Unemployed,” dated Junuary 12, 1817, The
13 heen hare for several vears several hundreds of
muny of the unemployed, from the fact that pub-
familics, huve left the straight path; that under

ling and of idlencas have increased in large
ave ravaged fields and gardens. In the neigh-
Dizsing) and other places veritable com-
» und those stesling wooed and poachers.

L no Belpn will be compelied to work contrary
f unemployved to other places of labor is not pro.
rance wtd Russia have never hesitated, when-
itants of lunds occtipied by theze powers, and they

with indignity.”

g on the one
hend Chere ore in Relgivm fiundreds of thousands
fowe ¥ ithout employment, and on the other
t, the cmployment in
Germary of Relgtans who are out of worl: becomes o
e snd ceneoyiie duty, fmposed by the solidarity of
iterests b which the two countries ere knit, A ny
many be rois this nlale of

ality of econsinie Faciprs.

sertie Ly work 1w oabunda

yrote i againg
nge o to he addressed to England, which, by
¢ 1 he haes tmposed em Germany. hos
wght ehowt o conetrained gifudtio
Your Eviivence, keeping i iind ll thet I havre
aid, will cdmit that the quesiion of doportations

forms ¢ problem which shaiull e studed from many
tnndpoints. [ should be cuntent if your Eminence,
ag o resull of mu summary, would weigh this ques-
fion, as it weedful, from the meinl oud econamie point
o] v,
I presant 1o your Emipence the caprevaion of my
ineers enioem,

(Sigued] BARON VON BISSING,
Cardinal Appeals tp Whole World

The rigorous measures, far from being relaxed
after the protestations which arose on all sides. were
v extended further. The German authorities, failing
in from the parochial authorities the lists which
they liad called for of unemployed, took the epportunity
of deporting all healthy men, In face of these more
and move outrageous proceedings. the Cardinal, in the
name of the Belgiun bishops, appealad to the publie
ion of the whole world and drew up the following
rrible charge against the German Government:
CRY ©F ALARM RAISED BY BELGIAN BISHOPS

AND ADDRESSED BY THEM TO THE
BELGIAN PUBLIC
Malines, Nov. 7, 1016,

The military autherities are daily deporting into
Germany from Belgium thousands of inoffensive cit-

izens to subject them there to compulsery laber.

A far back as October 19 we sent to the Gov-
crnor General a protest, a copy of which was for-
warded to the Holy See, to Spain, to the United
States to Holland, to Brussels, but the Governor Gen-
wered that he was debarred from receiving it.
AL the date of our protest the government regulations
threateped only the unemployed. Today all able-boedied
men are taken indiseriminately, penned in military
wagans and ) where, like a

FT:‘.I a

wwirted off, no one knows

band of £

The enemy proceeds in biz work by districts.
Vague reports have reached us that men had been
arrested in the war zone, at Tournay, Ghent, Alost;

it we Enow not in what civcumstances. Between
October 24 and November 2 he operated in the dis-
trict of Mens, Quievrain, Saint-Ghislain, Jemappes,
making & clean sweep of eight hundred te twelve
hundred men daily. Now he intends to pounce upon
the arrondissement of Nivelles.

Ovrder for the Deportations

at 8 o'clock (Belgian time) and 9 o'clock (central
time), furnished with their identity papers and, in
case it may be wanted, with their card from the
‘Meldeamt.”

“They must bring with them only a emall hand-
hag.

“Any one whoe refuses to present himself will
be forcibly deported to Germany and will also be
liable to a heavy fine and & long term of imprison-
ment.

“Ecelesinsties, doctors, lawyers amnd schoolmas-
ters are exempted.

“The burgomasters will be held responsible for
the due execution of this order, which must at once
be made known to the inhabitants.

“An interval of twenty-four hours will be al-
lowed between the posting of the notice and the
deportation itself.”

On the plea of carrying out public works in Bel-
gium the nuthority in occupation had endeavored to
obitain from the communes a list of unemployed work-
men.  With this order the great majority of the com-
munes boldly refused to comply.

Three decrecs of the government gradually pre-
pared us for the blow that has fallen on us today,

On August 15, 1915, the first decree came out
imposing, under penulty of fine and imprisonment,
compulsery labor on uncmployed workmen, declaring,
however, that the work contemplated was to be done
in Belgium only and that breaclies of the order
would be brought before Brlgian law courts.

A second decren of May 2, 1916, reserves to the
German authorities the right to provide work for the
unemployed and threatened with a penalty of three
vears' imprisonment and a fine of 20,000 marks any
one that carries out work not sanctioned by the Gov-
ernor General, A decree Jated May 13, 1916, author-
izes the governors and military commandants and the
chiefs of arrondizssements to order idle workmen to be
foreibly taken to the place where they have to work.
Compulsory work had already begun, but in Belgium
only. .
Today it is no Jonger a question of compulsory
work to be carried out in Relgium, but in Germany
also, for the henefit of the Germans.

To impart an air of £weet reagonablences to these
vinlent measures the occupying power alleges in the
German presg, both of Germany and Belgium, as o
pretext for these measures, chiefly two reasons: Idle
workmen constitute a danger to public order and
they are a churge on the treasury.

The letter we addressed on October 16 to the
tsovernor Geperal und to the chief of his political
cabinet has the following: “You know full well that
public order is not menaced and that were it in dan-
ger every influence, moral and eivil, would spontan-
rously be offered for its maintenance, Again the un-
cmployed are not a burden on the bounty of the
state; the sseistance they receive ¢omes from no
funds of yours.”

In this reply the Governor General no longer in-
sists on the two previous allegations, but maintains
that the sums given to the unemployed from what-
cver gource they come must evenlually burden our
finances and that it is the task of a4 good administra-
tor fo lessen such charges, adding that the pro-
longation of unemployment would impair our work-
men's technical skill and on the return of peace thev
would be of no use for any industry whatever. e
does not mention other means of protecting our
finances, for instance, to spare us the forced con-
tributions which at the present moment reach the
sum of £40,000.000 and is continually augmented by a
monthly inerease of 40,000,000 francs, We might be
spared the requigitions in kind which total several
milliards und are exhausting the country,

There were other meuns, too, for maintaining
unimpaired our artisans' technical skill. To leave us,
for ingtance, our machines and equipment, as wel] as
our raw materials and manufactured goods which
have left. Belgium for Germany, and perhaps quar-
viez and limekiins, where the Germans themselves
declare that they intend to send the unemployed. Are
nut, after ull, these the best schools for completing
the tachnical education of our skilled artisans?

The unvarnished (ruth is that every deported
workman is un additional- soldier for the German
army. He will take the place of a German workman
who will straightway join the army.

Thus the situation which we denounce to the civ-
ilized world comes to this: Four hundred thousand
workmen find themselves against their will unem-
ployed, chiefly because of the regime put into force
by the oceupying power. Sons, husbands, fathers of
families, always mindful of public order, bear their
unhappy lot uncomplainingly. The whole, nation
united provides for their most pressing needs, By dint
of economy und wholesale privations, they manage
to escape extreme misery and await with self-re-
spect, sprung from an intimacy which the national
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MERCIER APPEALS TO WORLD TO STOP DEPORTATION
OF BELGIANS HUNS BRUTALLY DRAGGED FROM HOMES

dren, guard every door and avenue by which wives
and mothers are able to issue to bid a last farewell,
form their captives into troops of forty and fifty,
thrust them by force into military wagons; the lo-
comotive has steam up and as soon as the train is
filled a superior officer gives the signal for departure.
Behold another thousand B lglans reduced to slavery
and without trial or sentence condemned to the se-
verest punishment of the penal code, only second to
the penalty of death, namely, deportation. They know
not where they are going nor for how long; all they
know is that their work is to benefit the enemy.
From several, some by eajolery and others by threais,
they extort an undertaking to worlk, which they dare
to call voluntary.

There is no doubt they enroll the unemployed;
Liut, on the other hand, they recruit in great num-
beri-—in the case of the aprondissement of Mons,
quite a fourth—men who have never been unemployed
and belong to trades of very diffevent categories—
butchers, bakers, master tailors, hrewers, electricians,
farmers; they take even young men, college and uni-
versity students, or theie attending the higher
arhools.

Yet two high authorities of the German empire
had expressly guaranteed to us the liberty of our
{ellow countrymen.

On the day following the capitulation of Antwerp
the distracted population wag filled with alarm re-
garding the lot of the Belgians of military age or of
those who would reach that age before the end of
the occupation. Baron von Huene, military governor
of Antwerp, authorized me to reassure in his name
the distressed parents. Nevertheless, as a report
was circulated at Antwerp that at Liege, at Namur,
nt Charleroi, young men had been taken and forcibly
carried off to Germany, 1 begged the Governor to be
s0 good as lo confirm in writing the verbal pledges
he had given me. He replied that the rumeors rela-
tive to the deportation were void of foundation and he
gave me, without hesitation, this declaration in
writing, which was read on Sunday, October 13, 1914,
in all the parish churches of the province of Ant-
werp: “Young men need have no fear of being taken
off to Germany either to be enrolled in the army, or
to be there employed in compulsory labor.”

Plea to Von der Goltz ;

Immediately on the arrival of Baron ven der
GGoltz as Governor General at Brussels, 1 went to re-
quest him to be so good as to ratify for the country
at large without limit of time the pledges given by
Governor von Huene for the provinee of Antwerp.
The Governor General retained my petition in his
hands to examine it at his leisure. The following
day he was kind enough to bring to Malines in per-
san his approval and renewed in the presence of two
ajdes-de-camp, and my private secretary the promise
that Belgian citizens' liberty would be respected.

In my letter of QOctober 1 last to Baren von Biss-
ing. alter recalling the understanding come to by hia
predecssor, I cancluded as follows: “Your Excellency
will understand how painful the burden of mv respon-
sihility will become in the eyes of Belgian families
if the confidence reposed in you by my intervention
and at my instance should be rudely shaken.”

The Governor General answered: “The employ-
ment of Belgians, out of work, in Germany which has
begun only after two years of warfare, differs es-
sentially {rom the internment of men fit to bear
arms. The meusure has no relation te the conduct of
the war properly so called, but has been brought about
by social and economic causes.”

Just as though, forsooth, the engagements of a
man of honor were, like a lease, subject to re-
vision at the end of one or two vears, and as though
the declaration issued in 1014 did not expressly ex-
clude alike the operations of war and forced labor,
as though finally every Belgian workman who takes
the place of a German laborer does not contribute to
veplenish the depleted ranks of the German army,

We, shepherds of these sheep snatched from us
by brute force, hurassed as we are at the idea of the
morzl and religious isolation which they will have
to endure, impotent witnesses of the sorrows and diz-
may of so many homes broken up or threatened with
this calamity, we turn toward these souls whether
helieving or unbelieving, who, in the allied or neu-
tral countries, or even in enemy lands, entertain
respect for the dignity of man.

When Cardinal Lavigerie undertook his campaign
against slavery, Pope Leo XIII, blessing his mission,
said to him: “Opinion is more than ever today the
ruling power of the world; it ig upon it you must
act. You will conquer only by force of opinion.”

May divine Providence deign to give to some one,
to some authority a phrase, a pen, to cause men to
flock to our humble Belgian standard for the aboli-
tion of European slavery.

“Honor before all things” (Nihil praeferendum
honest:ti.)
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Cardinal Refutes Arguments

The Governor General had attempted to justity gy,
condemnation of the Belgiin working clusses to
servitude and deportation. In his reply the
refutes all the arguments brought forward by Baron
von Bissing for defending the German Government, and
proves, in a peremptory manner, the anti-juridieal and
anti-social character of the deportation of the upep,
ployed. .

Archbishop's House, Malines,
November 10, 1915,
To His Excellency Baron von Blssing, Governor Gen.
crul, Brussels.

Sir—I vefrain from expressing to your Excel.
lency the sentiments awakened in me by your letter
(1,1000561) in answer to the letter I addressed to yoy
October 10 regarding the deportation of the unem.
ployed.

T have a melancholy recollection of the phrase,
which your Excellency, emphasizing each syllable,
pronounced in my presence on your arrival at Brys.
scls. “I hope our relations will be cordial. * ¢
1 have received u mission to heal the wounds of Bl
gium-"

My letter of October 19 recalled to your Excel.
lency’s memory the undertaking given by Baron ven
Huene, military governorsof Antwerp, and ratified
some days later by Baron von der Goltz, your pred.
ecesgor in the General Government at Brussels.

The undertaking was explicit, unconditiohal, with.
out limit of time. “Young men need not fear heing
carried off to Germany, ecither to be enrolled in thg
army or to be there employed in compulsory labor”

This understanding has been broken daily, and
thousands of times for more than a fortnight.

Baron von Huene and the late Baron von der
Goltz did not speak with any qualification as your dis.
naich of October 26 seemed to imply: “If the occupa.
tion does not last more than two years, men fit for,
military service shall not be placed in cantivity”
They stated absolutely: “Young men, and still mors
men of riper age, shall not at any time during the
occupation be imprisoned or employed in compulsory
labor."

To justify vourself your Excellency quotes the
conduct of England and France, who have, you say,
taken from neutral ships all Germans between sev.
enteen and fifty years of age and interned them in
concentration camps.

If England and France have been guilty of an in-
justice, it is on the Englieh and the French that you
should have inflicted reprisals, not on an innocent and
disarmed neople.

But has there been any injustice? TImperfectly
informed as we are of all that takes place outside the
walls of our prison, we are tempted to believe that the
Germans taken and interned belonged to the reserve
of the imperial army. They were therefore soldiers
whom England and Franee were justified in sending
to concentration camps. Belgium has only recently,
that is since August, 1913, had universal military
service; the Belgians, therefore, from seventeen (o
fifty years of age residing in the occupied part of
Belgium are civiliang and noncombatants., It iz a
mere play on words to liken them to German reserv-
ists in aoplying to them the misleading appellation
“men fit for military service.”

The orders, public notices, comments in the press
designed to prepare public opinion for the measures
being put at this moment into execution have placed
in the forefront two considerations, The unemployed,
it was said, are & danger to public security, they are
a burden on the state.

It is not true, as said before in my letter of Oc-
tober 19, that our workmen have upset or simply
threatened anywhere to disturb public order. Five
million Belgians, hundreds of Americans, are won-
der-struck witnesses of the self-respect and unfailing
patience of our working classes.

It is not true that workers deprived of work are
a burden on the occupving power or on the benevolent
funds which its administration provides. The national
commitiee to which the occupying power makes no
contribution is the sole means by which victims of
enforced idleness are assisted.

These two answers have been left without reply,

“Rescued From Idleness”

The letter of Octlober 26 seeks another method of
justification. It alleges that the measure, by which
the unemployed have been struck so grievously. has
been “brought about by social and economic causes.”

“It is because it hag at heart more earnestly and
more intelligently than ourselves the interest of the
Belgian nation. that the German Government rescues
the laborer from idleness and saves him from losing
his technical skill. Compulsory labor is the price o
he paid for the economic advantages procured by our
commercial exchunges with the empire.”

(CONTINUED MONDAY)
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